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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Mr. Ryan S. Loveless on August 2, 2 004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Amendments from Examiner Interview of Aug* 2, 2004 

1. (Previously Presented) A gas meter valve for connection 
to a meter outlet of a gas meter, the gas meter valve 
comprising: 

a valve inlet coupleable to the meter outlet and adapted to 

communicate gas from the meter outlet; 
a valve outlet coupleable to piping for supplying gas to a 

customer and adapted to communicate gas to the piping; 
a valve body coupled to the valve inlet and the valve 

outlet, the valve body including: 

a chamber for communicating gas from the valve inlet 

to the valve outlet; and 
a valve assembly disposed at least partially in the 

chamber and adapted to : 

prevent the communication of, gas through the 
chamber when the valve assembly is in a 
first position; and 
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permit the communication of gas through the 
chamber when the valve assembly is in a 
second position, wherein the valve inlet, 
valve outlet and valve body are arranged so 
as to replace an existing piping portion 
provided between the meter outlet of the gas 
meter and the piping for supplying gas to 
the customer; and 
an actuating mechanism operably coupled to the valve 

assembly and adapted to position the valve assembly in 
the first position and the second position. 

2. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
valve outlet includes a threaded inner surface and a bushing 
having a threaded outer surface and threaded inner surface, the 
threaded outer surface of the bushing adapted to receive the 
threaded inner surface of the valve outlet and the threaded 
inner surface of the bushing adapted to receive a threaded outer 
surface of the piping for supplying gas to the customer. 

3. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
actuating mechanism includes a keyed receptacle operable to 
receive a tool for manipulating a position of the actuating 
mechanism. 

4. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
actuating mechanism includes a manually operable flange mounted 
on an exterior of the valve body. 

5. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
valve body further includes an opening extending through a 
portion of the valve body and the actuating mechanism further 
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includes an opening extending through a portion of the actuating 
mechanism such that the opening through the portion of the 
actuating mechanism is at least partially aligned with the 
opening through the portion of the valve body when the actuating 
mechanism is operated to position the valve assembly in the 
first position. 

6. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 5, wherein the 
opening through the portion of the valve body and the opening of 
the portion of the actuating mechanism are adapted to receive a 
tamper-proofing mechanism extendable through the openings to 
prevent the actuating mechanism from being operated to position 
the valve assembly in the second position. 

7. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
valve assembly includes a ball valve assembly. 

8. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
valve assembly includes a soft seat valve assembly. 

9. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein the 
valve inlet includes a swivel and swivel nut for coupling the 
valve inlet to the meter outlet. 

10. (Previously Presented) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, 
wherein the existing pipe portion is an elbow. 

11. (Original) The gas meter valve of Claim 1, wherein a 
connection of the valve inlet to the valve body is substantially 
perpendicular to a connection of the valve outlet to the valve 
body. 



12. (Currently Amended) A gas supply system comprising: 
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a gas meter having a meter inlet for receiving a gas supply 

and a meter outlet for providing the gas supply; and 
a valve including: 

a valve inlet coupled to the meter outlet and adapted 

to communicate gas from the meter outlet; 
a valve outlet coupled to piping for supplying gas to 
a customer and adapted to communicate gas to the 
piping; 

a valve body coupled to the valve inlet and the valve 
outlet, the valve body including: 
a chamber for communicating gas from the valve 

inlet to the valve outlet; and 
a valve assembly disposed at least partially in 
the chamber and adapted to: 

prevent the communication of gas through the 
chamber when the valve assembly is in a 
first position; and 

permit the communication of gas through the 
chamber when the valve assembly is in a 
second position , wherein the valve 
inlet, valve outlet and valve body are 
arranged so as to replace an existing 
piping portion provided between the 
meter outlet of the gas meter and the 
piping for supplying gas to the 
customer -^ — wherein a connection of the 
valv e inlet to the valve body is 
substantially perpendicular to a 
connection of the valve outlet to the 
valve body ; and 
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an actuating mechanism operably coupled to the 
valve assembly and adapted to position the 
valve assembly in the first position and he 
second position. 

13. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the valve outlet includes a threaded inner surface and a bushing 
having a threaded outer surface and threaded inner surface, the 
threaded outer surface of the bushing adapted to receive the 
threaded inner surface of the valve outlet and the threaded 
inner surface of the bushing adapted to receive a threaded outer 
surface of the piping for supplying gas to the customer. 

14. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the actuating mechanism includes a keyed receptacle operable to 
receive a tool for manipulating a position of the actuating 
mechanism. 

15. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the actuating mechanism includes a manually operable flange 
mounted on an exterior of the valve body. 

16. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the valve body further includes an opening extending through a 
portion of the valve body and the actuating mechanism further 
includes an opening extending through a portion of the actuating 
mechanism such that the opening through the portion of the 
actuating mechanism is at least partially aligned with the 
opening through the portion of the valve body when the actuating 
mechanism is operated to position the valve assembly in the 
first position. 
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17. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 16, wherein 
the opening through the portion of the valve body and the 
opening of the portion of the actuating mechanism are adapted to 
receive a tamper-proofing mechanism extendable through the 
openings to prevent the actuating mechanism from being operated 
to position the valve assembly in the second position. 

18. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the valve assembly includes a ball valve assembly. 

19. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the valve assembly includes a soft seat valve assembly. 

20. (Original) The gas supply system of Claim 12, wherein 
the valve inlet includes a swivel and swivel nut for coupling 
the valve inlet to the meter outlet. 

21. (Currently Amended) The gas supply system of Claim 12, 
wherein a [ [the] ] connection of the valve inlet to the valve 
body is substantially perpendicular to a [ [the] ] connection of 
the valve outlet to the valve body. 

22. (Original) In a gas supply system comprising a gas 
meter having a meter outlet, a first piping portion operably 
coupled to the meter outlet and a second piping portion operably 
coupled to the first piping portion, a method for shutting off a 
gas supply to a customer while maintaining a gas supply to the 
gas meter, the method comprising the steps of: 

disconnecting the first piping portion from the gas meter 

and the second piping portion; 
providing a gas meter valve comprising: 
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a valve inlet coupleable to the meter outlet and 

adapted to communicate gas from the meter outlet; 

a valve outlet coupleable to piping for supplying gas 
to a customer and adapted to communicate gas to 
the second piping portion; 

a valve body coupled to the valve inlet and the valve 
outlet, the valve body including: 
a chamber for communicating gas from the valve 

inlet to the valve outlet; and 
a valve assembly disposed at least partially in 
the chamber and adapted to: 

prevent the communication of gas through the 
chamber when the valve assembly is in a 
first position; and 
permit the communication of gas through the 
chamber when the valve assembly is in a 
second position; and 
an actuating mechanism operably coupled to the valve 
assembly and adapted to position the valve 
assembly in the first position and the second 
positions- 
connecting the valve inlet to the meter outlet; 
connecting the valve outlet to the second piping portion; 
and 

operating the actuating mechanism to position the valve 
assembly in the first position to prevent a flow of 
gas from the meter outlet to the second piping 
portion . 
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23. (Original) The method of Claim 22, further comprising 
the steps of: 

detecting a leak in the second piping portion; 
dispatching a gas system technician to operate the 

actuating mechanism to position the valve in the first 

position; 

repairing the leak in the second piping portion; and 
dispatching an authorized repair technician to operate the 

actuating mechanism to position the valve in the 

second position. 

24. (Original) The method of Claim 22, wherein the first 
piping portion includes a riser coupled to the meter outlet, an 
elbow having an inlet coupled to the riser and an outlet coupled 
to the second piping portion. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 24, wherein an angle of 

a bend of the elbow is substantially 90°. 

26. (Original) The method of Claim 22, wherein the valve 
inlet includes a swivel and swivel nut for coupling the valve 
inlet to the meter outlet. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George L. 
Walton whose telephone number is 703-308-2596. The examiner can 
normally be reached on M-F, 8:00-4:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Dave Scherbel can be 



organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 



reached on 



703-308-1272 . 



The fax phone number for the 




George L. Walton 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3753 



GLW 



